Approved For Release 2009/02/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000100610008-8

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This D t contains in bl the Na-

tional Defense of the United States, within the mean-

ing of Title 18, Sections 703 and 794, of the U.8. Code, 88
ded. Its ion or otits

INFORMATION REPORT | %o or receipt by an vized

18 D!
py law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

SECRET
SECURITY INFORMATION

COUNTRY Czechoslovakia REPORT 25X1
SUBJECT 'I‘ank Unit River Crossing Exercise DATE DISTR. 17 Merch 1953
NO. OF PAGES 2
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRE REFERENCES
25X1
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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE,
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. :
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) . 25X1

1. exercige in ferrying_tenks across the Luznice River in July 1952 in the
aves of Sezimovo Ustl /A9RIN-14LRE/. The exercise was performed by a tenk unlt 25X1
gtationed in Tabor [A925N-1440E/. The tenks used during the exerclse had barrels
about two meters long with muzzle brakes, The river at the point of crossing wes
sbout 80 to 100 m, wide end 1 to 1,8 m, deep, with a very slow current,

2, The ferry conslsted of four steel pontoons linked by & pair of iron reilings. The
pontoons had slightly inclined wells so es to fit one into another, thus facilitating
trensportation of the pontoone, The floor of the ferry wee of logs, The ferry was

- fixed by & steel cable to 2 pivot, this arrengement’ allowing e pendulous movement
across the river. The ferry wae pulled fram one slde to the other by two cables,

. each of which was spemned between the ferry end & winch fixed to a truck, Wooden
platforms, facing the ferry, were bullt on both river benks, The ferry wes attached
to the platforms by & pair of strong ropes during embarkment or disembarkment of &
load,

3, When the exeroise was over, the ferry was dissssembled and the pontoons were pulled
out of the river by mesns of & winch, Loeding of pontoons on the truck was
feollitated by a pair of sklds ettached to the rear boards of the trucks, The
pontoons were loaded, two on each truck, by means of & steel oable which was led
from the winch across the top of the driver's oabin,

4o The greatest dlfficulty during the exerclse was epparently the construction of
embarking and disembarking platforme, Although made of logs, they would be pressed
into the soil under the weight of pessing tenks, and new layers of loge frequently

had to be lald,
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